Decision of the Day

Microsoft Excel

Objectives:

· Students formulate a question or issue to vote on using a yes or no answer.

· Students use a chart and create simple graph to display the outcomes.

Prerequisites:

· Knowledge of simple navigating and formatting in Microsoft Excel.

Before the Computer and Student Activity:

· Brainstorm issues that involve decisions.  Allow the students to formulate their own questions on paper before going to the computer.  

· Create the template with the students’ names using the template provided and save in a drive accessible by students.

Teacher Directions on Voting At the Computer:

1. Direct students on how to retrieve the saved template.  

2. Instruct them to type their question in cell A1.

3. In cell B1 they will input their yes item and in cell C1 their no item.

4. Now the template can be saved and renamed by the student.

5. Open one student’s chart for the decision for that day.

6. Schedule students to rotate through the workstation, read the question and vote beside their name.  They will insert the number 1 in the yes column for a yes vote or the number one in the no column for a no vote.

7. After all students have voted.  The student whose decision is being debated will make a graph by following the directions below.  

Student Directions for Creating a Chart (Graph) to display results:

1. Highlight the cells on the row of the voting chart that contain the word total and the numbers in the following two columns.

2. Press the F11 function key and watch a simple graph appear.

3. The student can select a different graph by viewing choices on the chart toolbar.

4. Rename the title at the top by clicking in the box that says total and rename the chart.  Type in a simple legend if desired.

5. Format the graph by clicking once to select the chart and then click on the part to format color.  Select fill effects and then the pattern tab if printing in gray scale.  Select different patterns using gray or black for best effects.

6. Print the chart to share the voting outcome and decision with your class.

Standards and Benchmarks

Mathematics

6.1 Uses discussion with teachers and other students to understand problems.

6.6 Understands and displays data in simple bar graphs, pie charts and 

line graphs.

6.7 Reads and interprets simple bar graphs, pie charts and line graphs.

6.22 Draws conclusions from charts and data.
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