Compare and Contrast Candidates

Microsoft Word

Objectives:

· Students will gather information using online and printed resources to list and compare the presidential candidate's views and plans on specific topics.

· Extended Activity - Students will recall presidential viewpoints.


Prerequisites

· Ability to navigate in a Microsoft Word table.

· Familiarity with the keyboard.

Before the Computer:

1. Create a table or Venn template in Word or use the one included with this lesson.

2. Save the template so that students have access to the file.

3. Provide the students with printed materials and specific sites that highlight the candidates' views on different topics.  Find information that highlights debate questions.  

Some helpful sites are:

4. Working in pairs, instruct students to select a specific topic before going to the computer.

At the Computer:

1. Instruct the student pairs on how to open the template in Word and save it to their directory.

2. Instruct one of the students to type their topic or debate issue in the top field of the template.

3. Cooperatively have the students type in relevant facts about each candidates' views in the appropriate candidate's column. 

4. Students can save and or print their work for the extensions activities.

Extension - What Did the Candidate Say?


1. After the students have completed the table, have them cut the table in half.   

2. Each student will take their candidates’ views and briefly present them to the class.

3. Collect all lists from the tables and place them in bag or box.

4. Before the students leave for the day, draw some of the lists from the bag, read them to the class and see if the class can recall which candidate said what! 

Standards and Benchmarks

Language Arts

4.5  Uses the Internet to gather information about research topics.

4.10 Uses graphic organizers to gather and record information for 

        research topics.

